Nanomedicine--the power of proteins: a conversation with Lance Liotta and Emanual Petricoin. Interview by Barbara J Culliton.
Molecularly targeted cancer drugs have begun to usher in the promise of personalized medicine, where genetic tests determine whether a therapy is prescribed. Because these new drugs are costly, many insurers require gene tests as a precondition of payment. But there is still an element of doubt, because the drugs act on proteins, not genes. More accurate ways to match patients and therapies may come from proteomics, where scientists are developing methods for identifying the proteins that are active in diseased tissues. In this interview, Barbara Culliton discusses the promise of proteomics with Lance Liotta and Emanual Petricoin, two scientists operating at the frontiers of that field.